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military rule, has led to a very distinct gulf being
fixed between the two forces, and neither mix in any
way even at assaults-at-arms. The Assam Military
Police Battalions are also " Irregulars," but do not
avoid methods of efficiency by which Commandants
and Assistant Commandants know that thev and
their men may now and then come under the eye
of the Military Head, .although they are for the time
being in Civil employ. It seems a pity that so little
notice is ever taken of the good work which numbers
of Army officers put in with the Military Police
Forces, which Forces would gain considerably in
efficiency if the British officers were as regularly
reported on as they are in their regiments, and if at
the end of their tour of service it was ordered that
notes should be entered in their regimental confi-
dential reports as to good work done or the reverse.
The knowledge of this might stimulate honest workers
and deter the class alluded to as " hard bargains "
from either going into Military Police employ to the
detriment of the same, or from staying in it any
time. The writer has recently heard a useful sugges-
tion regarding increased efficiency of this force,
namely, whether it would not be advisable to institute
a post of Inspecting Officer for the entire mass of
Military Police Battalions, whose duties would be
constant touring amongst the units, seeing their
work, efficiency, and reporting at once on what was
good, bad, or indifferent; with a view to the last
two items being remedied at once. This particular
officer to be independent of local Governments, and
to deal direct with the Government of India. As
things stand at present, regimental C.O/s are usually